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William Bradford. 63 

In the appraisement of his estate in Virginia, his Nuremberg Bible 
was valued at over five pounds, and one prayer-book, with silver 
back, at nearly as much, and his prayer-book, with silver clasps, at 
over three pounds. In his will he says that his son, Bev. John 
Casper Stoever, who was his executor, was pastor of the church in 
Pennsylvania at Conastohen. Eev. Mr. Stoever, Jr., had a brother 
named Philip, a sister Catherine, who married a Mr. Countz, and 
another brother whose Christian name is not known. 

The elder Stoever married twice, and may have had other chil- 
dren not mentioned in his will; he was styled "gentleman" in 
colonial records. He took the oaths to support his majesty's per- 
son and his government, and the objurgation oath and the test oath 
at Williamsburg. 

In making" bis collection for the Madison church, Mr. Stoever 
seems to have had access to the highest circles in his country, in- 
deed, the tradition is, that a king headed the list. After he left 
Germany for Virginia, his friends continued their efforts to raise 
money. Mr. Stoever relates how he made an unfortunate selection 
of an agent in this country to aid him, and that by him he lost 
several hundred pistoles. The first pastor of the Lutherans when 
at Germanna was a Mr. Haeger, and when they removed in 1722, 
or 1723, to the head-waters of the Robinson River, in what is now 
Madison, Hanger went with them. 

Mr. Stoever, who died in 1738, at sea, was succeeded by Rev. 
Mr. Klugg. The church was built in 1742, and the organ was 
built by John Thaumberg, in List, Tenn., in 1768, and hauled in a 
wagon from there to the church in Virginia. 



WILLIAM BRADFORD, 

One op the Mayflower Pilgrim Fathers, Governor of the Jurisdic- 
tion of Plymouth. 

Born in Yorkshire 1590. 
Died at Plymouth 1657. 

Copy of the Verses Left by Him for Hit Children. 
From my years young, in days of youth, 
God did make known to me his truth, 
And called me from my native place 
For to enjoy the means of grace ; 
In wilderness he did me guide, 
And in strange lands for me provide. 



64 William and Mary College Quartebly. 

In fears and wants, through weal and woe, 

A pilgrim passed I to and fro ; 

Oft left of them whom I did trust, 

How vain it is to rest on dust. 

A man of sorrows I have been, 

And many changes I have seen ; 

War, wants, peace, plenty I have known, 

And some advanced, others thrown down. 

The humble poor, cheerful and glad; 

Rich, discontent, sower and sad. 

When fears and sorrows have been mix't, 

Consolations came betwixt. 

Faint not, poor soul, in God still trust, 

Fear not the things thou suffer must, 

For, whom he loves he doth chastise, 

And then all tears wipes from their eyes. 

Farewell, dear children, whom I love, 

Your better Father is above ; 

When I am gone, he can supply, 

To him I leave you when I die. 

Fear him in truth, walk in his ways, 

And he will bless you all your days. 

My days are spent, old age is come, 

My strength it fails, my glass near run ; 

Now I will wait, when work is done, 

Until my happy change shall come, 

When from my labors I shall rest, 

With Christ above for to be blest. 



QUAINT INSCRIPTION. 

Communicated by W. C. Pennington. 
Copy of an inscription on a brass tablet originally marking the 
tomb of Richard Brooke, Esq., banker of Whitchurch, Southamp- 
ton, England, and progenitor of the Brookes of Maryland, who 
died in 1593, and that of Elizabeth Wwyne, his wife, who died in 
1599, both of whom were buried in the parish church at Whit- 
church, of which his son and grandson were rectors. The tablet, 
removed to make room for improvements in the building, is now 
in the belfry, and was copied by Col. Jos. L. Chester, of the Col- 
lege of Heralds, for Mr. A. A. Brooke, of Washington, D. C. 



